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Excavation Report of the Neiyuanshan Site, Yuanshan Township,
Yilan County

CHIANG Chih-hua*, LIU Yi-chang™

Abstract

This article presents the preliminary result of the 2015 excavation
project of the Neiyuanshan site, Yilan County. Based on the ecological location,
archaeological features, ceramic and lithic artifacts and the radiocarbon dates,
[ believe that the Neiyuanshan site has close relationship with the
contemporaneous Wanshan site in the Yilan Flood Plain. Even though the two
sites share great similarities, few critical differences can also be observed.
First, no cord-marked pottery is found at the NYS site. Together with the
radiocarbon dates, the Neiyuanshan people might establish their settlement
later than the Wanshan people. Second, the morphology and size of the
axe-hoe tools are different between the two sites which might imply
distinctive subsistence activities. At the same time, it might be associated with
the disappearance of archaeological sites at the end of the late Neolithic
cultures in the Yilan Flood Plain. These demonstrate that further research is
needed to explore the relationship between the Neiyuanshan and the

Wanshan sites.

* Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan University
™ Institute of Archaeology, National Cheng Kung University
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