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Excavation Strategies for Spatial Analysis in Settlement Archaeology:
A Case Study from Saqacengalj, the Kaushi Old Settlement

CHEN Maa-Ling*

Abstract

This paper presents a case study of the excavation strategies employed at
the Saqacengalj, the Kaushi Old Settlement site in Mu-dan County, Ping-tung
District, Taiwan, dating 370 to 570 year ago, with the aim of illustrating how
appropriate excavation strategies and methods were developed to carry out
spatial pattern studies of the settlement and its stone house structural
remains. The paper highlights progress made in the research project, the
nature of the unearthed remains, and the types of stratigraphic information
that we can incorporate in these studies. We present our research on site
formation processes and on the spatial patterning of the house structures
across the settlement. The spatial analysis incorporates spatial patterning
within house structures and the distributions of unearthed materials, and we
discuss how we include micro-spatial information and the excavations

strategies that were necessary to acquire relevant data.

Key word : abandoned settlement, Paiwan, excavation strategy,

spatial analysis, house structure

* Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan University
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