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An Archaeological Study on the Abandoned Village of the
Pucunug, Central Paiwanese

Su-Chiu Kuo*

Abstract

The archaeological research on the abandoned village at Pucunug
presented in this paper stems from, but not limited to, investigations into
the background contexts of individuals recorded in historical documents
relating to Pucunug. Through targeting on issues centered on relationships
between the modern indigenous groups and prehistoric cultures, the author
formulates feasible approach that results in following understandings:
Firstly, choices in deciding house locations in Pucunug were closely
associated with Paiwan people's house-building and settlement patterns;
Secondly, social hierarchical system has evidently influenced the spatial
distribution of housing clusters; Thirdly, a demonstrated consistency can
be observed in that houses in Zone I were owned by the noble class, while
the ordinary people dwelled in Zones Il and III, suggesting that the housing
pattern in Pucunug is dominated by their social hierarchical system.
Furthermore, through an analysis of the name of each house and the
cultural connotations of the various spaces, this article proposes that the
spatial distribution of houses in abandoned village at Pucunug concurrently
embodied cultural characteristics of both house society and an internal

“class” system.

Keywords: Abandoned village archaeology, Pucunug village, House

societies (sociétés a maison), Social heirachy system

* Associate Research Fellow, Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan. Email address:
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